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SUBJECT: MASS MEDIA PRINCIPLES DRAET DECLARATION 
REF: (A) PARIS 18057; (B) PARIS I66II 

1 . IN VIEW OF APPARENT SECRETARIAT INITIATIVE IN REDRAET- 
ING SUBJECT DECLARATION, DEPT REVIEWING POLICY ON APPRO- 
PRIATE U.S. ROLE IN PROCESS EROM NOW THROUGH 20TH GC. 

2. DEPT POUCHING DRAET PAPER (REGISTRY NO. 1634933) 

DESIGNED TO FACILITATE STUDY OE ISSUES. CONCLUSIONS ARE 
TENTATIVE, DESIGNED TO STIMULATE DISCUSSION. PERMDEL'S 
COMMENTS ARE SOLICITED, PARTICULARLY WITH RESPECT TO 
TACTICS, TIMING AND EEASIBILITY. 
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3. IN PREPARATION EOR SETTING FORTH STRATEGY OPTIONS, WE 
ARE ITEMIZING A RANGE OE POSSIBLE OUTCOMES, INCLUDING THE 
EOLLOWING, AND WOULD APPRECIATE PERMDEL'S APPRAISAL OE 
EACH AS TO ITS PROSPECTS OR LIKELIHOOD OF MATERIALIZING: 

A. POSTPONEMENT OE ACTION ON DECLARATION UNTIL 1980, 
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RESULTING FROM IMPOSSIBILITY RECONCILE CONFLICTING POSI- 
TIONS; 

B. ADOPTION OF BLAND, INOFFENSIVE DECLARATION WITH LITTLE 
SIGNIFICANCE BEYOND TECHNICALLY FULFILLING MANDATE OF I9TH 
GC; 


C. ADOPTION OF DECLARATION EXHORTING ALL SOCIAL, CULTURAL 
AND POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS OF INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY TO 
PROMOTE PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP AND SHUN WAR PROPAGANDA, 

ETC., THE MEDIA MERELY BEING INCLUDED AMONG THE SEVERAL; 

D. ADOPTION OF DECLARATION LISTING ROLES FOR MEDIA IN 
INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY, BALANCED BY STRONG REAFFIRMATION OF 
ARTICLE 19 OF UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
LISTING DUTIES OF STATES IN PROTECTING FREE FLOW AND 
JOURNALISTS' RIGHTS; 

E. ESTABLISHMENT OF AN INTERNATIONAL MEDIA COUNCIL AS A 
NON-COERCIVE, EXTRA-LEGAL OMBUDSMAN-TYPE FACT-FINDING BODY 
TO FIELD PERCEIVED GRIEVANCES AND THUS ACT AS A LIGHTNING 
ROD TO KEEP MEDIA ISSUES OUT OF PLENARY SESSIONS. 

4. MEDIA COUNCIL IDEA IS OF COURSE A MECHANISM, NOT A 
DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES. IN PERMDEL'S VIEW, WOULD DG 
REGARD ITS ESTABLISHMENT AS ACCEPTABLE SUBSTITUTE AND FUL- 
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FILLMENT OF MANDATE FOR DECLARATION? WOULD ITS DESIGN 
AND INSTALLATION LIKELY BE PLACED IN HANDS OF WISEMEN'S 
COMMISSION? 

5. DEPT URGES EXTREME CAUTION IN DISCUSSING MEDIA COUNCIL 
PROPOSAL ANYWHERE OUTSIDE PERMDEL, LEST FAVORABLE U.S. 
CONSIDERATION BE INFERRED. FOR FOLLOWING REASONS, WE CAN 
TAKE NO POSITION AT PRESENT TIME; (A) U.S. MEDIA COM- 
MUNITY DEEPLY DIVIDED OVER U.S. NATIONAL NEWS COUNCIL, ITS 
CONCEPT AND FUNCTION, THROUGH ACCEPTANCE APPEARS TO BE 
GROWING; (B) OUR SOUNDINGS AMONG MEDIA COMMUNITY ARE 
THEREFORE PRODUCING WARY, MOSTLY NEGATIVE RESPONSES ON 
INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL IDEA, BUT JURY IS STILL OUT; (C) IDEA 
OF INTERNATIONAL MEDIA COUNCIL SEEMS FUZZY AND SHORT ON 
DETAILS. CAN PERMDEL ALLEVIATE AMBIGUITY BY SUPPLYING 
SOME SPECIFICS? 

6. REFTEL B STATES THAT PERMDEL HAS REPEATEDLY STRESSED 
IMPORTANCE OF PARTICIPATION OF U.S. MEDIA IN CONSULTATIONS 
ON DRAFT DECLARATION. ONE OF OPTIONS DEPT CONSIDERING 
FAVORABLY IS TO MAKE STRONG PITCH FOR EXPLICIT, PREFERABLY 
FORMAL, INVITATION TO ALL MEDIA ORGANIZATIONS-BOTH 
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OPERATIONAL AND PROFESSIONAL IN FUNCTION AND PRIVATE, 
NATIONAL, REGIONAL AND GLOBAL IN SCOPE-TO PARTICIPATE IN 
REVIEW OF DRAFT. THIS WOULD INJECT THE DIVERSITY OF 
COMMENT INTO THE PROCESS, WHICH WE CONSIDER WHOLESOME AND 
CONSTRUCTIVE. IT WOULD IN ALL LIKELIHOOD MOVE THE DRAFT 
FURTHER TOWARD A FREE FLOW POSITION THAN IF ONLY DIPLOMATS 
AND BUREAUCRATS INCLUDED IN CONSULTATIONS. MOVE WOULD 
FULFILL 19TH GC MANDATE FOR CONDUCTING "BROAD CONSULTA- 
TIONS WITH EXPERTS". ASSERTION THAT MEDIA PEOPLE AND 
ORGANIZATIONS HAVE HITHERTO BEEN VASTLY UNDERREPRESENTED 
AT "EXPERTS" GATHERINGS ON THIS ISSUE IS SUPPORTED BY 
SURVEY OF PARTICIPANTS IN MARCH 1974 AND DECEMBER 1975 
MEETINGS. DEPARTMENT SOLICITS PERMDEL'S EVALUATION OF 
THIS STRATEGEM. WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE PERMDEL'S 
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THINKING-IF ASSESSMENT FAVORABLE-OF TIMING AND SALIENCE 
OF SURFACING THE SUGGESTION, ANYWHERE FROM DISCREET 
RECOMMENDATIONS TO SECRETARIAT, TO FULLY ORCHESTRATED AND 
HIGHLY VISIBLE CAMPAIGN IN FAVOR OF ALLOWING WORLD'S MEDIA 
SPEAK ON THE ISSUE. FURTHER, IS IT PRACTICAL TO PRESS 
FOR PRINCIPLE THAT MEDIA CONSULTATIONS SHOULD PRECEDE, 
RATHER THAN FOLLOW, SECRETARIAT'S PRODUCTION OF DRAFT? 

7. DEPT APPRECIATES DIFFICULTY OF ASCERTAINING ANYTHING 
CONCRETE ON WISEMEN'S COMMISSION. DEPT AND U.S. NATIONAL 
COMMISSION HAVE DEVELOPED COORDINATED APPROACH IN ANTI- 
CIPATING APPROPRIATE U.S. ROLE IN COMMISSION WHEN CONVOKED. 
FORMATION OF WORKING GROUP OF MEDIA/COMMUNICATION LEADERS 
UNDER AEGIS OF NATIONAL COMMISSION AS BACKSTOP TO U.S. 
WISEMAN UNDER CONSIDERATION. DOES PERMDEL HAVE ANYTHING 
REASONABLY FIRM ON WISEMEN COMMISSION AGENDA OR THEMATIC 
SCOPE BESIDES NAESSELUND DECEMBER DRAFT? ANY IDEAS ON 
PROCEDURE OR HOW COMMISSION'S ACTIVITIES WILL BE 
FINANCED? 

8. SET OF PAPERS COMMISSIONED FOR MURROW CENTER CONFERENCE 
POUCHED TO PERMDEL (REGISTRY NO. 1634932). FOR MODERATE 

AND CONSTRUCTIVE APPROACHES, PAPERS OF TATARIAN, 

ROSENBLUM, ALI AND FERNANDEZ ARE RECOMMENDED. STATEMENTS 
OF KIRKPATRICK, QOBOZO AND VERGHESE BEING TRANSCRIBED 
FROM TAPE AND NOT YET AVAILABLE. MURROW CENTER, UNDER 
GRANT FROM DEPT, CONDUCTING FOLLOWUP SURVEY OF CONFERENCE 
TO ASSESS ITS IMPACT AND CONSEQUENCES. 

9. DEPT REQUESTS PERMDEL'S VIEWS ON BEST TIME FOR HARTLEY 
TO VISIT PARIS FOR TALKS WITH UNESCO OFFICIALS, TAKING 
ACCOUNT OF ETA OF KANDIL AND DE LEON (REFTEL A) AND 
POSSIBLE CONVENING OF THE INFORMATION GROUP FOR INFORMAL 
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DISCUSSIONS OE OPTIONS AND STRATEGY AND PROGRESS OF 
SECRETARIAT TOWARD PRODUCING DRAET. CHRISTOPHER 

CONEIDENTIAL 

NNN 
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